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DOCTORS, HEALTH SYSTEM DONATE BUILDING TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTERS 

 

  

          It is too big to gift wrap, place in a Christmas stocking, or set under a brightly-decorated tree, but 

it’s a present that a local non-profit organization now can scratch off its wish list. 

          It’s the former BHS Seneca Medical Center of Oil City building at 155 East Bissell Avenue, and 

it’s a gift from Dr. Kip Beals, Dr. Bradley Fell and Butler Health System (BHS) to Child Development 

Centers, Inc. (CDC). 

         The two doctors and BHS no longer need the 6,000-square foot structure after bringing together 

their Oil City, Franklin and Seneca offices earlier this year at 1 Parkway in Seneca, so they decided to 

donate it to the local child care and early childhood learning organization. 

          “We always have seen CDC as valuable team members in taking care of children and helping 

them to become successful, so it was a very logical choice on our part to pass the building on to them 

and to do some good for the community,” Dr. Beals said. 

         The doctors and BHS made “an unbelievably generous offer that was quite unexpected, and we 

readily accepted it,” said CDC Chief Executive Officer Rina Irwin. 

          CDC has experienced significant growth this year, and the building represents an act of “timely 

generosity” that will help to address the organization’s need for more space, according to Irwin. The 

facility is about a half from block from CDC’s Oil City center that houses about 90 infants, toddlers, 

preschool and Head Start students, and about a mile from its Hasson Heights site where about 80 

preschool, Head Start and elementary school-age children attend, and it is an ideal site for some of  

CDC’s administrative and support functions that now are located exclusively in Franklin, Irwin said.  
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          CDC expects within the next couple of weeks to assume ownership of the building so that it can 

move administrative functions there sometime after the beginning of 2017. The organization is 

reviewing options for the facility, and it expects to make a final decision soon on what operations will be 

housed there and what might remain in its existing Administration office at 631 12th Street, Franklin. 

          The building that Dr. Beals, Dr. Fell and BHS are donating is a spacious facility with a unique 

design that is only about 25 years old and that housed two medical practices – those of obstetrician-

gynecologist Dr. Joseph Bell and family practitioner Dr. William Hebda – before Seneca Medical Center 

bought the structure in 2009. The building has a roomy balcony over part of the first floor and has plenty 

of on-site parking. 

          Consolidation of BHS Seneca Medical Center’s operations in August in Seneca has helped to 

improve the practice’s efficiency – including expanding patient care hours to seven days a week – while 

also providing an opportunity to offer the Oil City site to a thriving local non-profit enterprise. 

          “We believe in the community, we support the community, and we’re passionate about creating 

opportunities for the community,” Dr. Beals said. “We see CDC’s occupancy of this building as an 

opportunity for them to extend their reach here in a way that will benefit children and families,” many of 

whom BHS Seneca Medical Center also serves. 

          Irwin said “the donation of this exceptional facility to CDC reflects a long relationship between 

our organization and Dr. Beals, whose children – and whose staff members’ children – have attended 

our centers over the years. We have obtained worker compensation care for our employees from BHS  

Seneca Medical Center’s Worker’s Care occupational health program for some time, and Seneca 

Medical Center has made generous contributions to CDC through Pennsylvania’s Educational 

Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program.” The EITC program allows businesses to give to an 

education organization like CDC instead of paying any of several state taxes. 



 

         The two organizations also were fellow winners of Venango Area Chamber of Commerce 

recognition in 2012, when Seneca Medical Center earned Business of the Year honors and CDC was 

named Business Partner of the Year. 

          “I am exceedingly grateful for our relationship, and especially for the donors’ community-

mindedness and their support of CDC that has prompted them to give us this excellent facility,” Irwin 

said. 

          Dr. Fell, meanwhile, says he, Dr. Beals and BHS “couldn’t be more pleased to present this 

building to CDC, to assist with their growth, and to support the community.” 

          CDC’s growth and its need for more space have resulted mostly from assuming responsibility this 

fall for the federal Head Start program in Venango and Crawford Counties. The organization has 

welcomed more than 300 children into 19 Head Start classrooms in the two counties, its enrollment has 

reached an all-time high of 965, and it has federal and state grant funding in hand that could allow it to 

boost enrollment to 1,100 or more. 

          In addition to the former BHS Seneca Medical Center of Oil City site, another structure has been 

offered to CDC for purchase in Oil City, and CDC is nearing completion of an agreement to buy that 

facility. “We expect within the next couple of weeks to make a formal announcement that we have 

acquired that building as well,” Irwin said. 
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