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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTERS ENROLLING CHILDREN AT NEW WILLOW CENTER 
  

Child Development Centers, Inc. (CDC) is accepting applications to enroll children at its new 

Willow Child Development Center just outside of Meadville. 

Openings are available in infant/toddler, preschool and Head Start classrooms at the new center, 

which occupies the former Meadville Elks Lodge. Families who wish to enroll their child in Head Start 

for the 2018-2019 school year also can submit applications now. 

 CDC is a non-profit organization that provides child care and early childhood education for more 

than 1,000 children at 12 sites in Venango and Crawford Counties, including four in Meadville. The 

organization opened two Head Start classrooms in late November at the new Willow center. 

 CDC bought the building in early 2017 with a goal of turning it into a sizable new child care and 

early childhood learning center. The 15,500-square-foot facility is expected to be fully operational 

sometime in February, according to CDC Chief Executive Officer Rina Irwin. 

The Willow site will house nine classrooms, including two each for infants, toddlers and 

preschoolers, and three for Head Start/preschool.  

An open house for prospective families and community members will be held later once all 

construction and inspections are completed, Irwin said. 

Willow Child Development Center is CDC’s fourth center in the Meadville area, where the 

organization also leases space for Head Start at East End Elementary School, 313 South Street and Gill 

Commons. 
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The new building is named in memory of Audrey Willow Kress, a two-year-old girl who was 

buried on the grounds following her death from tubercular meningitis at an orphanage known as 

Bethesda Lutheran Home in February 1927. 

 Families who wish to enroll their child at the Willow center or learn more can contact director 

Jenna Haun at (814) 807-0778. 
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