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LICENSED PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR JOINS CDC STAFF 

 

 

 Child Development Centers, Inc. (CDC) has enlisted a licensed professional counselor to join its 

staff. 

 Melissa Schmidt’s duties will include evaluating children for social, emotional, learning, 

behavioral and other problems, developing customized interventions and instruction for children and 

their families, and offering play therapy. She also will function as a one-on-one teacher, therapist and 

counselor to help children succeed at home, in school, and elsewhere. 

 Schmidt has come here from Mercer County, where for several months she was in private 

practice as an outpatient counselor in Sharon, was a behavioral specialist supervisor with Diversified 

Family Services in Hermitage, and was an online therapist with Talkspace Counseling Online. 

 Earlier in her 11-year career, she was an outpatient therapist with Paoletta Counseling Services 

in Mercer, and was an outpatient therapist and forensic therapist with Stairways Behavioral Health in 

Meadville and Erie, where she worked exclusively with children. She also was a family therapist with 

the Dr. Gertrude A. Barber National Institute in Erie. 

 Schmidt holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Penn State Behrend and a master’s degree 

in community counseling from Gannon University, both in Erie. She is certified in Functional Behavior 

Analysis, a tool that is used to evaluate behavioral problems. 

 Schmidt is the newest member of CDC’s Emotional Support Team that provides a full range of 

services to assist CDC children and their families. The team also includes certified school psychologist 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER: 
Rina M. Irwin 



Dr. Maria Vaughn, licensed professional counselor Ryan Hepler, infant/toddler mentor Barb Scheer, 

social worker Frank Barnes, and behavioral specialist Sarah Prorok. 

 CDC provides child care and early childhood education for more than 950 children at 12 sites in 

Oil City, Franklin, Cranberry and Clintonville (Venango County), and Meadville and Saegertown 

(Crawford County). 
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