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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTERS OPENS 2 CLASSROOMS IN FORMER ELKS LODGE 

The organization also is enrolling Head Start students at its new center and at 3 other Meadville sites 
  

Child Development Centers, Inc. (CDC) has opened two Head Start classrooms at its new 

Willow Child Development Center in the former Elks Lodge just outside of Meadville. 

The non-profit organization also is enrolling Head Start students at the Willow facility and at its 

three other Head Start sites in Meadville. 

CDC, whose enrollment totals more than 1,000 children across 12 sites in Venango and 

Crawford Counties, bought the former Meadville Elks Lodge earlier this year with a goal of turning the 

building into a sizable new child care and early childhood learning center. 

Construction is still ongoing, but enough work has been completed inside the facility at 15438 

State Highway 86 to allow Head Start children to occupy two of the rooms, according to CDC Chief 

Executive Officer Rina Irwin. 

Once the 15,500-square-foot center is fully operational, it will have nine classrooms, including 

two each for infants, toddlers and preschoolers, and three for Head Start/preschool. The Willow 

structure tentatively is scheduled for completion in February, Irwin said. 

The former Elks building is named in memory of Audrey Willow Kress, a two-year-old girl who 

was buried on the grounds following her death from tubercular meningitis at an orphanage known as 

Bethesda Lutheran Home in February 1927. 

The Willow center is CDC’s fourth facility in the Meadville area, where the organization also 

leases space for Head Start at East End Elementary School, 313 South Street and Gill Commons. 
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CDC has named Jenna Haun as director of the Willow center. Before joining CDC as a preschool 

teacher in 2015, Haun spent a year teaching third grade in Culpeper, VA. 

The Franklin resident graduated from Edinboro University in 2013 with a bachelor’s degree and 

dual certification in early childhood education and special education.  

 With children now occupying the first two rooms at the Willow center, CDC is continuing to 

enroll Head Start students there and at its East End, South Street and Gill Commons locations.    

Head Start is the federal government’s preschool program for three-, four- and five-year-old 

children from low-income households. Head Start at CDC is a full-day program that is intended to 

prepare children for a successful transition to kindergarten and elementary school. 

In addition to early childhood education, Head Start offers a number of other services that 

support the children’s health and development and family well-being. 

A family’s income must be at or below the federal poverty level – currently $24,600 for a family 

of four – for children to enroll in Head Start. The program is free to income-eligible households. 

Families can enroll their children in Head Start or learn more by contacting Becky Loeffert at 

CDC at 814-518-5309. 

When the rest of the Willow center opens later this winter, there will be openings for infants, 

toddlers and preschool children. Any family who wishes to learn about these enrollment opportunities 

can contact Haun at the Willow center at 814-807-0778. 

CDC also is planning an open house at the new center after construction is completed, Irwin said. 
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